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To Parents and Adults at Home … 

Your child’s class is starting a mathematics unit on addition and 
subtraction. Your child will develop strategies for adding and 
subtracting whole numbers by using addition charts, mental math, 
estimation, Base Ten Blocks, place-value mats, and pencil and paper. 

In this unit, your child will: 
• Recall basic addition and subtraction facts 
• Identify and apply relationships between addition and 

subtraction 
• Add and subtract 2-digit numbers 
• Use mental math to add and subtract 
• Estimate sums and differences 
• Add and subtract 3-digit numbers 

The ability to use a variety of strategies to add and subtract leads to 
the development of a strong sense of number. 

Here are some suggestions for activities you can do with your child. 

• Play Store with your child. Price some of the items in your 
home in cents (for example, the cup of noodles costs 149 
cents and the baguette costs 35 cents). You are the Shopper 
and your child is the Cashier. Have your child add the cost of 
the items you buy. 

• Roll a number cube 4 times. Use the numbers rolled to make 
two 2-digit numbers. Have your child subtract the lesser 
number from the greater number. Repeat the activity. This 
time, roll the number cube 6 times and make two 3-digit 
numbers. 
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